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This project seeks to explore how Dublin’s suburban 
Catholic churches can rekindle their role as the beating 
heart of public life in the community. The ‘problem’ of 
what to do with under-utilised churches should be seen 
as an opportunity in the case of Dublin owing to its 
incredible collection of monumental churches positioned 
in the middle of all its housing. The intention of the 
project is to  investigate how the transformation of the 
collective space of a church and its grounds might also 
transform the life and urban plan of a suburb and thus, 
sustain the church building into the future.

As Christian congregations decline, the less relevant 
churches become to an increasingly multi-cultural and 
secular community. In an urban context a church may still 
help to define the public space, however, in a suburban 
context, a free-standing church and its grounds simply 
come to represent a void on the urban plan as fewer 
people interact with a mono-functional building and its 
collective space. 

Diminished utilisation of this space by the community 
brings into question the sustainability of these churches. 
Dublin City Council has found that there is widespread 
public support for preserving these buildings on the basis 
of their national and cultural importance1, however, the 
council has also found that many of the congregations 
are not in a financial position to properly maintain these 
buildings, thus, storing expensive structural problems 
for later and threatening the architectural legacy of a 
culturally  signficant period in Dublin’s history. This legacy 
concerns the expansion of the city at a time when Ireland 
was the most religious country in Europe, which led to 
new churches being designed as the most important 
buildings spatially on the urban plan and socially in the 
lives of new communities.

A case in point is the Church of the Annunciation in the 
Dublin suburb of Finglas. A complicated roof truss system 
has proved financially prohibitive for the congregation to 
repair. A church built to accommodate 3,500 people will 
now be demolished and replaced by a new church for 
350 people, a pastoral centre and some public housing. 
While the Dublin Diocese has no plans to demolish 
further churches, there is little doubt that new uses 
need to be found for these suburban churches or else 
these buildings, which are such an important part of the 
collective memory and identity of each suburb, will be at 
risk in the near future.

If as a rule historic buildings are best used for the purposes 
for which they were designed, the question arises as to 
whether there is a way to rethink the Catholic church 
as public space such that these buildings experience a 
revival rather than become nightclubs, climbing centres 
or meet with the wrecking ball? The faithful will still 
require a place to gather even if the existing building is no 
longer optimal for their needs. Of course, rituals central 
to the human experience, such as weddings and funerals, 
will continue to require some sort of building that allows 
communities to celebrate and commiserate. 

Thus, the public space a church provides does not need 
to become redundant and prompts the question; is it 
possible to return these buildings to their historic role as 
a meeting place regardless of ‘no-religion’ becoming the 
new normal for people in European society?

ARCHITECTURAL QUESTION

1.

1     Arnold, P. (2008) Sustaining Places of Worship, Report for DCC, 17.

REACTIVATING THE VOID

http://markgill.ie
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Our Lady of Mercy, Artane (1968)

Church of the Holy Child, Larkhill (1957)

Our Lady of Dolours, Glasnevin (1972)

Church of the Annunciation, Finglas (1967)St. Vincent de Paul, Marino, (1932)

Our Lady of Consolation, Donnycarney (1969)

Our Lady Mother of Divine Grace, Raheny (1962) Our Lady Mother of Divine Grace, Raheny (1962)

St. Vincent de Paul, Marino, (1932)

Our Lady of Consolation, Donnycarney (1969)

Our Lady of Dolours, Glasnevin (1972)

Church of the Holy Child, Larkhill (1957)

Our Lady of Victories, Ballymun (1969)

LARGE CATHOLIC CHURCHES DOMINATE THE SUBURBAN LANDSCAPE LARGE UNDER-UTILISED SINGLE VOLUMES

http://markgill.ie
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THE CHALLENGE: CULTURAL BARRIERS
Of course, one must tread carefully in contemporary 
society where religion is concerned. The challenge lies 
in breaking down social and cultural barriers such that 
a change of use becomes socially acceptable to different 
groups.. 

Thus, if Catholic church buildings are to survive long 
into the future in Ireland, architects must build a 
bridge between two different groups within the same 
community who may mistrust each other, the devout 
Catholics and those who want nothing to do with Catholic 
religion at all.

However, building community and bringing people 
together is at the heart of architectural practice. It doesn’t 
matter whether one is designing a new school, urban 
space, an office building or new housing, the architect 
must always consider ways to introduce life, community 
and a sense of belonging to the spatial experience. The 
dilemma of what to do with the collective space of a 
church should prove no different.

CENTRAL THEME 1: CONNECTEDNESS
It has become clear that with a decline in religion 
comes a loss of communitas. Fewer people know their 
neighbours and no single building unites all members of 
a community today the way an Irish Catholic Church once 
did in the twentieth century.

The Catholic church has historically played a crucial 
role in  the social life of Irish people. This project seeks 
to draw inspiration from this past and imagine how a 
church building can continue to play an important role in 
the ordinary life of the contemporary community. A key 
finding in my research is how some older members of the 
parish can use daily morning mass as their main reason 
to get out of bed in the morning and that church-going 
might be their only opportunity for meaningful human 
connection in a day: 

Of course, it is not just older people who experience 
loneliness. Thus, a key theme of this project is 
connectedness because if loneliness is now being 

considered an epidemic, then surely the architect  can 
play a crucial role in bringing people together and 
reducing the ill-effects of social isolation. 

“We live in the most technologically connected 
age in the history of civilization, yet rates of 
loneliness have doubled since the 1980s.2”

“Many parishes that are 40+ years old could 
have a sizeable number of widows/widowers. 
Many of this cohort of the parish can be lonely, 
maybe living alone, family living abroad. 
Attending church activities for some of these 
and meeting people of similar circumstances 
may be the only “one to one” contact that they 
experience on a regular basis.” 

celebration as a means of challenging ordinary time and 
giving people a reason to organise festive occassions that 
bring the community together.

MAIN FOCUS
Exploring a church’s future use as a collective space 
is simply connecting with its original use as a place to 
gather. It was only later that Christian churches came to 
be perceived as sacred spaces. Indeed, this project uses 
Corpus Christi Church in Drumcondra as a case study and 
investigates how the church’s ground’s can be used as a 
catalyst to bring more people to the church, which will 
support public interaction with the building. If greater 
numbers will come to use the building and its public 
space, then it will be possible to transform people’s 
perception of the building. It will no longer be exclusively 
a place of worship for a religious minority in the suburb 
but a community house for both the minority and the 
majority. Transformation is the best route to generating 
either the economy or financial support required 
to sustain this historically important, but potentially 
vulnerable, structure into the future. It is hoped that the 
establishment of new forms of public life in the environs 
of the chuch will  help return the church to the heart of 
life in the community and thus, foster an increased sense 
of belonging through architectural design.

leaves an impression as a local landmark and something 
that represents their community and thus, fosters a 
sense of belonging.

If we consider that the church is somewhere the 
community celebrates (Christmas, Easter, weddings, 
baptisms) and commisserates (funerals) we understand 
that this is an emotionally charged building where 
signifcant and memorable milestones occur. Indeed, the 
theme of memory can be a touchstone for us when we 
consider what role the church might play in the future. 

In happiness research having a collection of happy 
memories is considered important to our overall sense 
of happiness and well-being. Meik Wiking, the CEO of the 
Happiness Research Institute in Copenhagen, states that 
people living with depresssion “are not only unable to feel 
any level of joy but are also unable to remember any point 
in time where they had experienced joy.3” When people 
reflect on their happiest memories it is often milestones 
that they recount, such as birthdays celebrated with 
those closest to them. People also have strong memories 
around ‘emotionally heightened experiences’ such 
as marrying someone you love, or saying goodbye to 
someone you love. These moments in an Irish context are 
closely associated with the church building despite the 
declining practice of Catholicism. Even on more ordinary 
days, it is common for people to visit a church to simply 
light a candle and offer a prayer for someone they have 
lost. This simple act helps offers some consolation and 
perpetuates happy memories into the future. Thus, if we 
start to associate the church building less with religion 
and more with both individual and collective memory, we 
can perhaps imagine a transformed role for the church in 
the future. This role is more concerned with the creation 
and sharing of happy memories; memories that we can 
store ourselves and also memories that contribute to the 
collective memory of the community.

CENTRAL THEME 3: TIME
Pier Vittorio Aureli suggests that “the architecture of the 
temple, in the form of a space clearly distinct from the 
rest of the city was a reminder of the difference between 
festive time and routine ferial days.4” This notion of time 
supports the theme of memory. The Catholic liturgical 
calendar is of course centred on the coming of Christ 
and his ressurection, however, there are lots of  feast 
days that provide a focal point and guidance to Catholic 
teachings. If we consider that many or our happiest 
memories occur around celebrations and milestones, we 
understand that the church building should be somehow 
seen as a festive place. Somewhere people can come 
together and transcend time by creating memories that 
remain in our consciousness. These Catholic feast days 
come with their own rituals and sometimes manifest in 
processions that go beyond the door of the church. When 
we consider how these festive occassions were successful 
in getting people out of their houses and bringing them 
together, then we can imagine how any programme for 
a transformed church might concentrate on the act of 

From my interview with Eddie O’Shea, Chairperson of Dublin Diocese 
of Sacred Art and Architecture and Historic Churches.

Former US Surgeon Genreral, Vivek H. Murthy

Former US Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy stated in the 
Harvard Business Review that “loneliness and weak social 
connections are associated with a reduction in lifespan 
similar to that caused by smoking 15 cigarettes a day and 
even greater than that associated with obesity.” Social 
isolation does not just have a negative effect on our 
mental well-being, it affects our physical well-being too. 
It is no surprise that governments around the world are 
seeking to understand this problem, indeed the UK has 
appointed a Minister for Loneliness to tackle the social 
and health issues caused by social isolation.

In Ireland’s case, emigration plays a big part in its cultural 
identiy. A large amount of Irish family members live 
abroad. In addition, the cost of housing is such that 
young adults are unable to afford accommodation in the 
neighbourhoods where they grew up and must move 
many kilometres away from their family network. These 
two issues greatly fragment the family unit in an Irish 
context such that people need to rely on their community 
network for both support and companionship. A church 
building that performs the role of a community house 
could greatly reduce the negative consequences of this 
social fragmentation. 

CENTRAL THEME 2: MEMORY
The theme of memory is important when we consider 
the role of the icon in the public realm. The icon’s spatial 
importance reflects something of our past and our 
identiy back to us. The monument is an integral part of 
the collective memory of the community and thus, future 
plans for the icon need to respect this past. Particularly 
in the case of Dublin’s suburban churches, which were 
fundraised for and paid for by the local community.

While many people in the contemporary community 
may no longer have a strong connection with the parish 
church due to either not growing up in the parish or not 
being Catholic, the spatial significance of the building still 

2     McGregor, Jena. (2017) ‘This former surgeon general says there’s a 
‘loneliness epidemic’ and work is partly to blame’, Washington Post, 4 
October. Available at: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/on-leadership/
wp/2017/10/04/this-former-surgeon-general-says-theres-a-loneliness-
epidemic-and-work-is-partly-to-blame/

3     Wiking, M. (2019) The Art of Making Memories: How to Create 
and Remember Happy Moments. London: Penguin Life. 22

4     Vittorio Aureli, P. and Shéhérazade Giudici, M. (2016) Rituals and 
Walls: The Architecture of Sacred Space. London, AA Publications. 22

http://markgill.ie
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SCALE: 1-20,000

PARTIAL MAP OF NORTH DUBLIN SHOWING NUMBER OF CATHOLIC CHURCHES IN RELATION TO HOUSING AREAS

“Collective memory, together with physical 
traces of shared history and culture is the 
foundation underpinning ideas of identity and 
a sense of belonging.”

From Concepts of Transformation: Ch3 Memory
Edited by S. Darlan Boris et al. (2018)

From Urban Fllotsam, , Raoul Bunschoten  (2001)

“In urban environments the formation of public 
spaces is habitually defined by the cultural and 
organisational activities of groups of people. 
This space is encoded within collective memory 
and becomes a means of expression of a 
cultural identity.”

Both from Rituals and Walls: The Architecture of Sacred Space
Essay by Pier Vittorio Aureli (2016)

“The architecture of the temple, in the form 
of a space clearly distinct from the rest of the 
city was a reminder of the difference between 
festive time and routine ferial days’”

“Secular modernity, however, has destroyed 
this sense of a different temporality and 
replaced it with flat, linear and homogenous 
industrial time. (…) Freed from the syncopation 
of sacred time, industrial time is made of equal 
units or instants whose sequence describes a 
steady movement towards progress.”
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CONTEXT

2.
It is important to understand the extent to which the 
Irish Catholic church dominated the life of twentieth 
century Ireland. By all accounts, 1950s Ireland was the 
most Catholic country in Europe. Mass attendance was 
so much a part of Irish life that on Sundays and holy days, 
especially in the cities, “there may be as many as ten or 
twelve masses to cope with the crowds.”5 It was not just 
mass; religious processions, devotions, benediction and 
retreats were a normal part of daily life. Such was the 
influence of the Catholic Church in Ireland that almost 
everybody participated. This placed the church at the 
heart of the social life of the community and the cultural 
life of the nation.

5     Crofts OP, A. (1954) ‘The Irish Way’ in Doctrine and Life (June-July). 
258

6     Rowley, E. (2015) Art and Architecture of Ireland Volume IV: Archi-
tecture 1600-2000. Dublin: Royal Irish Academy. 295.

8     Rowley, E. (2015). The Architect, the Planner and the Bishop: the 
Shapers of ‘Ordinary’ Dublin, 1940–60. FOOTPRINT, 72. Available at: 
https://doi.org/10.7480/footprint.9.2.865

7     O’Toole, Fintan. (2018) ‘It’s too late. Not even Pope Francis can 
resurrect Catholic Ireland’, The Guardian, 23 August. Available at:
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/23/
pope-francis-ireland-irish-catholicsm-catholic-church-abusive-institu-
tion?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other

SOCIAL CONTEXT
A DOMINANT IRISH CATHOLIC CHURCH

“The Church established the parish as the 
spatial unit at the heart of Ireland’s physical 
and social landscape.” 6

Dr. Ellen Rowley, Cultural and Architectural Historian

As columnist Fintan O’Toole states in his article for the 
Guardian newspaper; “the sheer dominance of the Irish 
Catholic Church was not normal. It happened because 
resistance to the Reformation had been the most 
effective way for most of the indigenous population to 
resist assimiliation into British power, which was, of 
course, defined by Protestantism.”7 By the time Ireland 
gained its Independence from Britain (1922) and became 
a republic (1949), the Irish Catholic Church had woven 
itself into the fabric of not only Irish cultural life but also 
its governance.

With people ‘drifting’ from rural Ireland to the cities and 
with ‘slum clearance’ occuring in the historic core of 
Dublin city, Dublin expanded at the same time that the 
Irish Catholic Church was at the height of its power. While 
the design of the new suburbs was heavily influenced by 
Ebeneezer Howard’s Garden City movement, the Catholic 
Church’s influence led to a great deal of collusion between 
the city planning department and the Archbishop in the 
planning of these new suburbs as churches and Catholic 
schools would need to be built on good sites for the 
convenience of the new parishioners. Between 1940 and 
1965, the Dublin Diocese erected 34 new churches. 

“By the mid-1960’s there were 16,000 nuns 
and 14,000 male religious and clergy in Ireland, 
making the Irish Church the most heavily staffed 
of any Catholic church in the world. These ‘foot 
soldiers’ were the teachers, the nurses and 
the care workers of Ireland’s schools, asylums, 
juvenile homes and hospitals.”8

Dr. Ellen Rowley, Cultural and Architectural Historian

Letter to the Archbishop of Dublin from Fr. Joseph Dwyer concerning a 
site for the new church in the suburb of Drumcondra and the need for 
a large church considering the many new housing developments. 
(17 January 1935)

Sourced from Dublin Diocesan Archive

Extract from letter to the Archbishop of Dublin from Fr. Joseph Dwyer 
stressing the need for the new church in the suburb of Drumcondra and 
updating his Grace on the progress of its construction.
(c. September 1939)

Sourced from Dublin Diocesan Archive

http://markgill.ie
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ONE MILLION PEOPLE KNEEL IN WORSHIP (POPULATION 2.95M)
MASS BY POPE PIUS XI DURING EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS, PHOENIX PARK, DUBLIN.

1.25 MILLION PEOPLE ATTEND IRELAND’S LARGEST EVER MASS (POPULATION 3.37M)
MASS BY POPE JOHN PAUL II DURING PAPAL VISIT TO IRELAND, PHOENIX PARK, DUBLIN.

1932

1979

Image: RTE News

Image: Irish Independent Newspaper

SOCIAL CONTEXT
THE DECLINE OF IRISH CATHOLICISM - THE POPE’S MASS

POPE RECEIVES A MIXED RECEPTION AS 150,000 PEOPLE ATTEND MASS (POPULATION 4.85M)
MASS BY POPE FRANCIS DURING PAPAL VISIT TO IRELAND, PHOENIX PARK, DUBLIN. 2018

Image: Liam McBurney | PA Images

http://markgill.ie
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Aerial Map of Drumcondra + Environs

DUBLIN DRUMCONDRACITY

Dublin is defined by the River Liffey (which divides the 
city in two), its crescent shaped bay and its mountain 
views to the south. 

The city is a mirror; the ‘north side’ and ‘south side’ have 
their own river,  canal and strand in addition to a strong 
collection of large, local parks.

The project is situated in a suburb on the northside of the 
city which reflects these qualities. Drumcondra is within 
walking distance of the sea, it sits on a ridge with terrific 
mountain views, both the Royal Canal and Tolka River 
pass through it and it is has a diversity of green space. 
This open green space includes two local parks,  the 
National Botanic Gardens, an urban farm, sports pitches, 
the parklands of former religious institutions, the linear 
park along the Royal Canal and the amenity of Griffith 
Avenue, the longest double-tree-lined avenue in Europe 
at 3 kilometres long.   

GEOGRAPHICAL CONTEXT

http://markgill.ie
http://markgill.ie
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CIT
Y CENTRE

SCALE: 1-20,000

URBAN PLACE MAP

Mountain panorama to south from the ridge above the Tolka River Valley 

Drumcondra’s urban structure is unique among Dublin 
suburbs because the Irish Catholic Church chose it as 
its epicentre, which led to religious orders establishing 
convents, rectories, seminaries, training colleges 
and an Archbishop’s palace on large parkland sites in 
Drumcondra. While property developers are active with 
some of these parkland sites following their sale by the 
religious institutions, there is a legacy of green space in 
Drumcondra.

Drumcondra is also home to two other institutions; 
the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) and Dublin City 
University (DCU). The GAA is the largest amateur sporting 
body in the world and is the promoter of Gaelic football 
and hurling. These games are played in communities the 
length and breadth of Ireland. Drumcondra swells with 
traffic on days when either matches or concerts are 
played in Croke Park, Europe’s fourth largest stadium. 
The university has expanded in recent years such that 
its campus is now spread over five disconnected sites in 
Drumcondra.

URBAN CONTEXT
DRUMCONDRA

The other distinguishing characteristics of Drumcondra 
are its arterial road (the second busiest road in the 
country, which leads to the airport and the motorway 
to Belfast) and its high stone walls, behind which lie the 
parklands of the former Catholic institutions. The walls 
cause the village to pulse along the busy road, which 
has the effect of fragmenting the village and thus, the 
life of the community. The large flow of traffic results in 
retailers chasing trade from passing motorists who do not 
live in the area as much as from the pedestrians of the 
nearby housing. Despite its weak village, Drumcondra is 
a popular place to live owing to its convenience, plentiful 
schools and pleasant tree-lined streetscapes.

The long stone wall and leafy streetscape at the Archbishop’s Palace on Drumcondra Road

One ‘stretch’ of shops along Drumcondra Road

CORPUS
CHRISTI
CHURCH

http://markgill.ie
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St Mobhi establishes an important monastic school in Iona on the banks of the River Tolka, which became a beacon for 
Christianity across Europe.

The Vikings raid a settlement on the banks of the River Liffey and establish Dublin as a city.

A mix of Viking and Irish forces are overthrown in the Battle of Clontarf, which takes place on the banks of the River Tolka. 
This battle brings an end to Viking rule in Ireland.

Penal Laws introduced to Ireland by the British monarchy exclude Catholics from a variety of societal privileges such as 
voting, sitting in parliament and owning and inheriting property.  Catholics were also forbidden from practising their 
religion freely. The suppression of Catholicism was done with a view to incentivising Catholics to convert to Protestantism, 
instead it galvanised Catholics who repeatedly rebelled against British rule. 

The First Relief Act was introduced. This allowed Catholics to purchase land once more. A series of further relief acts 
followed which led to the penal laws being repealed and ultimately Catholic Emancipation.

National Botanic Gardens are opened on lands in Glasnevin.

Act of Union leads to migration of Irish Parliament to London and the return of the Protestant Ascendency class to 
England. This had a great effect of the fortunes of the city as the large houses and demenses of the wealthy elite were 
simply vacated. As there was a dearth of wealth in the country many of them were left vacant as few Catholics (outside of 
the Religious orders) could afford to either buy or lease them.

Drumcondra House is leased to a Catholic priest as a training college for priests who would be sent on foreign missions. 
The  Irish Catholic Chuch continues to acquire various lands in the area in order to establish seminaries and training 
colleges. At the time the land lies just to the north of the city boundary of the Royal Canal.

Independent Township of Drumcondra created with speculative housing development occuring near the Royal Canal.

Archbishop’s Palace is built on the grounds of Holy Cross College in Drumcondra.

Irish War of Independence between British forces and the Irish Republican Army.

The creation of the Irish Free State, 26 of Ireland’s 32 counties achieve independence from Britain. The other six become 
what is now known as Northern Ireland.

Drumcondra is designated as one of three new urban districts in the Abercrombie Plan and is to be connected to the city 
centre by a high speed tram.

A large amount of land is compulsorily purchased from the Butterly Estate by Dublin City Council with which to build the 
Drumcondra Housing Scheme. Much of the housing is intended for purchase by employees of the civil service and utilities 
companies with some of the housing for rental from the city council.

A temporary tin church is installed on the site of what will become the grounds of Corpus Christi Church.

Griffith Park in Drumcondra is opened.

Corpus Christ Girls National School is opened on the same site as that intended for the new church.

Fundraising committee for new church is established.

John J. Robinson of Robinson Keefe is appointed architect for the new church. Robinson is already a favoured architect of 
the Irish Catholic Church.

Drumcondra public library is opened.

Foundation stone of the new Church is blessed.

Archbishop McQuaid opens the new Church of Corpus Christi with a mass.

Tin Church moved to new parish of Larkhill while new church in Larkhill is built

Parish Hall opened on the grounds of Corpus Christi Church

C. 500

988

1014

1607

1778

1795

1801

1842

1878

1890

1922

1923

1924

1930

1931

1932

1935

1938

1939

1941

1941

1965

1923

1919 - 1921

PROJECT TIMELINE

DUBLIN CITY UNIVERSITY (DCU) IS NOW 
THE DOMINANT INSTITUTION (2019)

LAYERS OF TIME

4 5

3

2

1

1. DCU MAIN CAMPUS

2. DCU SPORTS COMPLEX

3. DCU ALPHA INNOVATION CAMPUS

4. DCU SAINT PATRICK’S CAMPUS

5. DCU ALL HALLOWS CAMPUS

SITE

MAP OF THE ‘HOLY LAND’ (C. 1940)

SITE

DEMENSE LANDSCAPES FOR WEALTHY ELITE (1837-42)
The area that is now Drumcondra used to be countryside 
lying just north of the city, which was then bounded by 
the Royal Canal. The landscape structure was defined 
by farmland and grand houses on large estates, which 
belonged to the Protestant Ascendency. These wealthy 
elite were often posted to Ireland by the British Monarchy 
to serve various roles on behalf of the crown during the 
time that Dublin was the ‘second city of empire’.

The Act of Union in 1801 led to the migration of the Irish 
Parliament to London and the exodus of the Protestant 
Ascendency back to England. However, the legacy of this 
green space remains legible in Drumcondra.

The introduction of Relief Acts by the British Parliament 
in the late eigheenth century enabled Catholics to once 
again own and inherit land. Thus, the Irish Catholic Church 
chose Drumcondra as its epicentre and acquired many 
of the grand houses and estates that had fallen vacant 
following the Act of Union. Religious orders established 
convents, rectories, seminaries, training colleges and 
an Archbishop’s palace on the large parkland sites in 
Drumcondra. Such was the dominant position of the 
Irish Catholic Church in the area that it soon came to be 
known colloquially by Dubliners as the ‘Holy Land’.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

With the decline of religion in Ireland the Catholic Church 
has been selling off portions of its land to property 
developers in order to sustain itself. As the religious 
orders no longer require the same amount of space as 
before due to so few people becoming either priests 
or nuns nowadays, much of the institutional land and 
buildings in Drumcondra have been acquired by Dublin 
City University. This university has expanded beyond its 
original campus to form a disconnected campus across 
the suburb of Drumcondra. These land deals have led to 
DCU trading places with the Irish Catholic Church as the 
dominant institution in the area.
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EXISTING SITE CONTEXT

DRAWN @ 1-1,000

SITE

3.
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CHURCH GROUNDS AND SCHOOL

Corpus Christi is a free-standing church, as is typical of 
suburban churches. It comes with some grounds, which 
are landscaped in a very basic way. On its northern side 
it is approached via Griffith Avenue with its long lines of 
mature chestnut trees. The church sits on a ridge from 
where there is a direct connection through the housing 
down to the Tolka river valley and a public park. There 
are incredible views southwards to the Dublin Mountains 
from this ridge, however, the mature trees on the site 
of the church eliminate the vista. A girls’ school, a scout 
den and a parish hall are also situated on these grounds. 
Thus, public buildings of secular use can be integrated 
into any new plan.

Corpus Christi Church is an example of the early  modern, 
revivalist churches designed at a time that the Catholic 
Church in Ireland was looking more to the nineteenth 

century than to the twentieth century for its architectural 
references. While the architect, John J. Robinson, was 
constrained to produce something that looks and feels 
like a ‘church’, its concrete structure and art-deco details 
are modernist. It is the last building in the city to be faced 
with granite although its impressive single-volume is the 
result of its concrete frame. Despite being monolithic, it is 
perfectly bright inside. Indeed, its only connection to the 
outside world is the flickering of daylight resulting from 
the dynamic Irish skies. Its large, bright volume makes 
it amenable to either division or insertion, the latter 
perhaps being preferable from a conservation standpoint 
because one can more readily appreciate the original 
space and because any insertion is easy to reverse. It was 
designed to seat 1600 people comfortably but can easily 
accommodate 2000 people. For comparison, Aarhus 
Domkirke seats 1200 people.

Original rendering by the architectural firm of Robinson & Keefe. 
The landscape plan indicated is different to the one that was developed. 

9     Rynne, S. “A Layman’s View.” The Furrow 6, no. 6 (1955): 360. 
Available at> http://www.jstor.org/stable/27656702.

“But nothing less than a free-growing tree is 
worthy to stand by a well-designed church.”9

CORPUS CHRISTI CHURCH (1941)
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“Mrs Fanning, also of Millmount Avenue, was a tireless worker. Her 
entire family were all actively involved in her vocation to make as 
much money as possible for the new church. Mrs Fanning was a great 
business lady. She had organised all the local shopkeepers to present 
many prizes.”

“The fund-raising was carried out by a most dedicated team, and for 
several years there were house-to-house weekly collections, nationwide 
raffles, and of course, the carnivals held in May and June each summer 
from 1937 to 1942.”

“I will never forget the Sunday morning when Canon Dwyer announced 
from the altar that the debt of £83,000 had been paid. All the hard 
work and dedication had paid in the end. The efforts of the parishioners 
were handsomely rewarded.”10

10     Recollections from ephemera produced to celebrate the Church 
of Corpus Christi Golden Jubilee 1941-1991. P39-43.

CHURCH INTERIOR
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EAST ELEVATION - CLARE ROAD

WEST ELEVATION - VALENTIA ROAD

NORTH ELEVATION - GRIFFITH AVENUE

SOUTH ELEVATION - HOME FARM ROAD

THE CHURCH ON A HILL

EXISTING SITE ELEVATIONSSCALE COMPARISON
AARHUS DOMKIRKE & CORPUS CHRISTI CHURCH

ROOF PLAN @1:2000

AXONOMETRIC

52m

93
m

62m

32m

SIDE ELEVATION @1:2000

REAR ELEVATION @1:2000FRONT ELEVATION @1:2000

96m

29
m

AARHUS DOMKIRKE

BUILT:   C.1330 + 1500
DIMS:  93 X 52 X 96M
CAPACITY:  1200

MATERIAL:  BRICK
STRUCTURE: BRICK
ROOF:  COPPER 

CORPUS CHRISTI CHURCH

BUILT:   1941
DIMS:  32 X 62 X 29M
CAPACITY:  GROUND 1350 
  GALLERY 250
  TOTAL 1600

MATERIAL:  GRANITE STONE
STRUCTURE: CONCRETE
ROOF:  COPPER 
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EXISTING SITE SECTIONS

SITE SECTION BB: DRAWN AT @1:500

SITE SECTION CC: DRAWN AT @1:500

SITE SECTION AA: DRAWN AT @1:500

HOME FARM ROADGIRLS SCHOOL (AGE 5-12)GREEN SPACE BEHIND HEDGE AND GATESGRIFFITH AVENUE HARD SURFACED SCHOOL YARDCORPUS CHRISTI CHUCH (ROMAN CATHOLIC) GREEN SPACE BEHIND HEDGE

HOME FARM ROAD GIRLS SCHOOL (AGE 5-12) OPEN GREEN SPACE BEHIND HEDGE GRIFFITH AVENUEHARD-SURFACE SCHOOL YARD BEHIND WALLS OPEN GREEN SPACE BEHIND HEDGE PRESBYTERY SCOUT DEN

VALENTIA ROAD CLARE ROADHOUSE WITH 45M LONG BACK GARDENHOUSE WITH 45M LONG BACK GARDEN PRESBYTERYPATHOPEN GREEN SPACE BEHIND HEDGE
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CHURCH GROUNDS

PRIVATE HOMES + GARDENS

SUBURBAN BLOCK

Mon - Sun  (Daytime) 

 Older people visiting the church during the week.
 Families visting the chuch for Sunday mass.

 Parents + children walking to and from school on weekdays.

 People walking dogs.

 People passing through the grounds on the way 
 to somewhere else.

Fri - Sat (Evenings)

 Teenagers drinking.

PARKING

PATH

CHURCH

Residence of former Parish Priest, currently vacant.

EXISTING PROGRAMME

CORPUS CHRISTI CHURCH

PARISH HALL

PRESBYTERY

SITE

GIRLS’ PRIMARY SCHOOL

SCOUT DEN

CONVENT

MASS Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri   10.00
 Sat   18.30
 Sun   10.30

Occassional weddings, funerals and Christenings.
The church is open after mass until 16.30 for devotion, private prayer 
and quiet contemplation.
Older people visit church for mass and prayer during the week.
Families attend mass on the weekend.

Mon - Fri (mornings during term) School Assemblies
   School Physical Education Classes
Mon-Fri (day-time during term) Childcare
   After-School Programme
Mon-Sun   Dance Classes
   Slimming Classes
   Church Receptions + Activities

Nuns’ Residence
Regional Office for Holy Faith Sisters

CLASSES Mon-Fri   09.00 - 14.30

Parents drop and collect girls, aged 5-12 years, to and from school in 
the mornings and early afternoons.

Mon + Wed     (afternoons) Scout Meetings + Activities
Sat       (mornings) Scout Meetings + Activities
Tues + Thurs    (afternoon) English + Maths Classes

Primary school children and their parents in the afternoons.

SCALE: 1-2000
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The scout den and the presbytery are awkwardly located 
as they obstruct a potential view through the site.

The presbytery is presently vacant. A priest could 
potentially be rehoused on site.

The scout den’s hours of use are limited. It is proposed 
to include its existing programme in the new programme 
for the Church.

DEMOLITION PLAN

The parish hall is a flexible building, being an indoor 
assembly and games space for the school children, a 
place where some church activities take place and where 
small enterprise occurs, such as slimming and dance 
classes and childcare.

Investigating the future of the school could lead to 
a separation of these programmes, such that a new 
purpose-built sport’s hall is built for the school with 
the residual programme to become part of the new 
programme for the church. If this were to occur, the 
future of the building and plot should be considered in 
terms of an overall masterplan.

INVESTIGATING THE PARISH HALL

The existing homes on Clare Road have 45m long back 
gardens. This is extraordinary in terms of how we build 
housing today. From looking over the back walls it is clear 
that these houses do not make use of the garden; they 
are simply laid out as low-maintenance lawns.

The problem with the existing layout is that these plots 
present a back-side within the site. Exploring the potential 
for densifying the housing will introduce a front side as 
well as increased public life with own doors bordering 
the site and lights on at night. The challenge arises with 
respect to whether new housing, whatever its form,  will 
require a new road for (emergency) access. 

INVESTIGATING THE ‘LONG BACK GARDEN’

UNDERSTANDING THE SITE

BUILDING ANALYSIS

INVESTIGATE

DEMOLISH

TRANSFORM

SEEK TO MAINTAIN

LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS

INVESTIGATE

DEMOLISH

TRANSFORM
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GRIFFITH AVENUE ABUNDANCE OF GREEN SPACE NEARBY
QUASI LINEAR PARK ON NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF SITE

Griffith Avenue is the longest double tree-lined avenue in Europe at three kilometres long and is a beacon for 
walkers and runners no matter the season. The intensity of the chestnut trees effectively makes it a linear park.

The banks of the Royal Canal (1200ms from the site)

The Tolka River flowing through Griffith Park (400ms from the site)

National Botanic Gardens (1000ms from the site)

Sports pitches in the grounds of the Archbishop’s Palace 
(900ms from the site)

Streetscape along Drumcondra Road beside the Archbishop’s Palace 
(800ms from the site)

Albert College Park (600ms from the site)

http://markgill.ie
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THE FRAGMENTED COMMUNITY

CHURCH SCHOOL SUPERMARKET PUBLIC BUILDING BOUNDARY WALL

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTION COLLEGE / UNIVERSITY RETAIL SPORTS FIELD BOUNDARY HEDGE / FENCE

PUB SPORTS CLUB CAFÉ / RESTAURANT HILLSIDE FARM MAP DRAWN @ 1-2500

SITE CONTEXT @ 1:1000

FINDINGS FROM MAPPING PHASE

4.
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Stand-alone sports pitches and golf courses make up a good deal of open space in the suburbs. Sometimes pitch ‘n’ putt courses can be found on the 
site of former allotment gardens behind houses. Often times playing fields are within school grounds. 

Drumcondra is a stronghold of the Gaelic Athletic Association, which has its headquarters in Croke Park, Europe’s fourth largest stadium. Two of Dublin’s 
biggest GAA clubs are in the area, St Vincents and Clann na Fianna. These clubs play a huge role in the lives of many in the community.

RECREATION: SUBURBAN PARKS

RECREATION: SPORTS FIELDS

Dublin’s suburbs have a great collection of public parks. While ‘greens’ in the middle of the housing are a crucial amenity for children to play in, the local 
park is the principle amenity in the suburb. These parks typically consist of both playing fields and open green space as well as mature trees.

griffith
park

national 
botanic
gardens

ALberT
college

park

linear park

SITE

croke
park

St Vincent’s
GAA CLUB

CLANN NA
FIANNA

GAA CLUB

SITE

AERIAL MAPPING

The City’s blue structure forms the basis for linear parks along the Royal Canal, the Tolka River and Clontarf Promenade. Griffith Avenue’s double tree-line 
introduces another linear element running east-west that crosses the city’s north-south arterial roads in this part of the city. 

Presently, the Tolka River forms a series of disconnected linear parks. However, there remains some open green space in the private ownership of the 
religious instituions in Drumcondra and Glasnevin, which would greatly help with making a continuously connected path along the riverbank.

ROYAL CANAL

GRIFFITH AVENUE

TOLKA RIVER clontarF 

promenade

SITE

MAP OF BLUE AND GREEN STRUCTURE

LEADING LINES

There is a great deal of green space and public amenity in the area, however, not all of it is accessible to the public. Some of it is institutional land or 
sports grounds, which are effectively private property. In addition local parks are only open during daylight hours.
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The large number of barriers define people’s mental map of Drumcondra and 
creates distinct zones within the same suburb. These zones fragment residents’ 
perspective of their own suburb and affect people’s sense of belonging.

SCALE: 1-15,000

COMMUNITY ZONES
FRAGMENTATION

Barriers are not just infrastructural in Drumcondra, they are also created by large 
voids of open space. These fragment the community as people can not pass through 
them and thus, the extra distance  involved in walking around them creates a sense 
of distance within the same suburb. Much of these voids are institutionally owned 
land, however, even public parks present a problem owing to the fact that they are 
locked before sunset each day. In Drumcondra it is not just possible to ‘live on the 
wrong side of the tracks’ but also to ‘live on the wrong side of the park.’ 

SCALE: 1-15,000

BARRIERS
LINES + POLYGONS

http://markgill.ie
http://markgill.ie


46 47markgill.iemarkgill.ie

With the emergence of the Irish Free-State in 1922, the new Irish government more 
or less outsourced education to the Irish Catholic Church. The Church fund-raised 
to establish schools, which were managed and staffed by nuns and priests. 90% of 
schools in Ireland still maintain a ‘Catholic ethos’, even if priests and nuns no longer 
manage them directly. 

As the city expanded, new urban plans included schools in close proximity to the 
church, convent or rectory. Schools are typically single-sex rather than mixed, which 
causes great inconvenience to parents who might have to drop a daughter at one 
school and a son at another before work each day.

SCALE: 1-30,000

EXISTING OR FORMER CATHOLIC INSTITUTION

CHURCH 

MIXED SCHOOL

BOYS’ SCHOOL

GIRLS’ SCHOOL

CHURCH + STATE
CATHOLIC SINGLE-SEX SCHOOLS DOMINATE

The city is still trying to determine the optimum route for a new metro to the 
airport, which is presently only connected by road (and by air). The initial route 
(blue) appears to serve more housing. The current preferred route in red serves 
large voids in the urban plan. The residents of Glasnevin prefer to use the existing 
rail station at the village in lower Drumcondra, rather than build a new station on 
the canal. If one considers the development land of the urban farm to the north of 
Corpus Christi Church, then placing a new metro station on the grounds of Corpus 
Chisti Church would make a great deal of sense.

SCALE: 1-15,000PROPOSED METRO 2008

PROPOSED METRO 2018

SW
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T 
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500ms

500m
s
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EXISTING 
TRAIN STATION

INFRASTRUCTURE
AIRPORT METRO LINK
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CHURCH

PUBLIC BUILDING

SPORTS  CLUB / GYM

PUB

CAFÉ / RESTAURANT

The church is located conveniently in the 
middle of the housing but there are not 
many meeting places nearby. The nearest 
cafe and pub are 500ms away. The parish 
hall, scout den and church act as a meeting 
place however, their use by the community 
does not generate enough activity on the 
site. Their programme should be rethought 
to generate increased public life in the 
community.

SCALE: 1-15,000

MEETING PLACES

CHURCH LIES ON THE ROUTE TO SCHOOLS

THE CHURCH IS WELL POSITIONED

Griffith Avenue is not just a linear park for runners and dog walkers, it is a major route 
for children who cycle and walk it on their way to a number of the local schools. How 
might a new programme for the church building and its grounds engage passing 
school children along Home Farm Road and Griffith Avenue to generate public life 
after school? For example, there could be a quiet space to do homework or group 
study in light of how small the local public library is and naturally, children will make 
time to hang out or play depending on their age.

SCALE: 1-10,000

GRIFFITH AVENUE

LIBRARY

CHURCH

LEGEND

SCHOOL

PUB

SUPERMARKET

PUBLIC BUILDING

SPORTS CLUB / STADIUM

CAFÉ / RESTAURANT

RETAIL

CHURCH

LEGEND

SUPERMARKET

SCHOOL

PUBLIC BUILDING

CAFÉ / RESTAURANT

PUB

SPORTS CLUB / STADIUM

RETAIL

The highlighted buildings act as meeting places. The key attractor is the supermarket, 
which  anchors commercial activity in the small villages. Although shops pulse 
along the main road in Drumcondra, being interspersed with both housing and 
institutional land, the map reveals that there are three distinct villages in suburb, 
which act as the hub where people meet. Thus, there is no ‘heart’ to Drumcondra.

SCALE: 1-15,000

MEETING PLACES
THREE VILLAGES BUT NO HEART
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SCALE: 1-20,000

The existing east-west green links (the canal, the river, the avenue) are already 
strong. However, there is no north-south green link despite an abundance of open 
green space in the suburb. Of course, not all of this land is presently accessible to 
the public but there remains an opportunity to develop a strategy that considers 
how such a green corridor might better connect the different campuses of DCU and 
provide a safe, traffic-free passage for children to schools and shops in Drumcondra.

POTENTIAL GREEN LINK
THE CONNECTED CAMPUS

The Irish Catholic Church has engaged in signficant land sales with Dublin City 
University (DCU) in recent years. The declining numbers joining religious orders 
means that the Church no longer has the need for all its training colleges and so 
prefers to sell off its land and buildings to secure its own future. The map indicates 
both the dominant presence of DCU in Drumcondra now and how Corpus Christi 
Church lies at the heart of the overall disconnected campus.

SCALE: 1-20,000

DCU CAMPUS MAP
THE CHURCH AT THE HEART OF UNIVERSITY LIFE

http://markgill.ie
http://markgill.ie


52 53markgill.iemarkgill.ie

Informal play -  Frisbee   
  Juggling
  Slacklining
  Ball games
  Street game
Skateboard Park
Hang out with friends
Sit in Sunshine
Fresh Air
Food + Drink
Parties
Festivals
Fitness
Prayer/Mass

Study Space
Hang out with friends
Space for collaborations
Space to produce material
Space to organise events
Food + Drink
Parties
Festivals
Board Games
Video Games
Classes  -  Coder Dojo 
 Fitness
 Dance
 Music
Climbing Wall
Prayer / Mass

COLLEGE STUDENTS + TRAINEES

OUTDOORS INDOORS

Informal play
Place to meet
Food + Drink
Fitness
Meeting point for -  Cyclists
  Runners   
  Walkers
Parties + Festivals
Prayer/Mass

Informal work-space
Formal work-space
Space for collaborations
Space to produce material
Space to organise events
Food + Drink
Games -   Board games
  Chess
  Bridge
  Bingo
  Quiz
  Parties
Movement Classes -  Dance 
  Yoga 
  Gym
Prayer/Mass

ADULTS

OUTDOORS INDOORS

Enjoy fresh air
Sit in the sunshine
Walk the dog
Read/Draw/Listen
Fitness
Food + Drink
Space to daydream
Space to contemplate
People-watch
Observe nature
Space to practise alone
Juggling
Slacklining
Skateboard tricks

Space to work / learn alone
Space to make/do
People-watch
Space to contemplate/think
Space to pray
Read/Draw/Listen
Fitness
Watch screen - 
 Entertainment  
 Learn skills
 Research 
Space to practise alone - 
 Dance
 Yoga
 Musical instruments
 Tricks

INDIVIDUALS - ‘ME-TIME’

OUTDOORS INDOORS

MON-FRI 
DAY + EVENING

SAT-SUN
DAY + EVENING

MON-FRI 
DAY + EVENING

SAT-SUN
DAY + EVENING

MON-FRI 
DAY + EVENING

SAT-SUN
DAY + EVENING

Childcare
Play
Learn
Food + Drink
Parties
Activities
Fresh air
Experience nature

Childcare
Play
Learn
Food
Parties
Activities
Baby yoga
Dance

PRE-SCHOOL

OUTDOORS INDOORS

After-school care
Play
Food + Drink
Parties
Activities
Fresh air
Experience nature
Skateboard park

After-school care
Homework supervision
Play
Physical exercise
Participate in events
Food + Drink
Parties
Activities
Board games
Video games
Coder Dojo

PRIMARY SCHOOL

OUTDOORS INDOORS

Informal play :  Frisbee
  Juggling
  Slacklining
  Ball games
  Street games
Skateboard Park
Hang out with friends
Sit in Sunshine
Fresh Air
Food + Drink
Parties
Festivals
Fitness
Prayer/Mass

Homework / Study for exams
Group study spaces
Hang out with friends
Help organise events
Food + Drink
Parties
Festivals
Board Games
Video Games
Classes -  Coder Dojo
 Fitness
 Dance
 Music
 Academic grinds
Climbing Wall
Prayer / Mass

SECONDARY SCHOOL

OUTDOORS INDOORS

Meet other parents
Easy supervision of children
Food + Drink
Space to play games with children
Sit in Sunshine
Prayer / Mass with children

Meet other parents
Easy supervision of children
Food + Drink
Space to play games with children
Childminding-service:  Meet people
  Work
  Date
  Take a class
Prayer / Mass with children

PARENTS

OUTDOORS INDOORS

MON-FRI 
AFTERNOON 
(MORNINGS 

DURING SCHOOL 
HOLIDAYS)

SAT-SUN
DAY + EVENING

MON-FRI 
DAY + EVENING

SAT-SUN
DAY + EVENING

MON-FRI 
AFTERNOON + 

EVENING

SAT-SUN
DAY + EVENING

MON-FRI 
DAY

SAT-SUN
DAY + EVENING

POTENTIAL USER-GROUPS
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SITE SCENARIOS

GATES

FLOWS

LANDSCAPE PLAN

MASS / VOID

BOUNDARY - INTERNAL

BOUNDARY - EDGE

NEW HOUSING + ACCESS

SPACE AROUND CHURCH

DESIGN: SITE TESTING

5.

During the early stage of sketching a site design it became apparent that there were many feasible possibilities 
for the site’s transformation. I decided it would be helpful to establish different permutations with which to test 
scenarios. The objective was not to test all possibilities, rather to track what I was doing to ensure that I was testing 
very different proposals. Such a systematic approach allowed me test  fewer, contrasting scenarios rather than many 
variations of the same thing. Once these differences became apparent on the page and in models it became easier to 
draw some conclusions. What follows are the various scenarios and some test results.
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CREATING
ZONES OF USE

EDGE WITH NEW
BREAK-OUT SPACES 

FOR EXISTING 
STREETS

EDGE BLENDS INTO
NEW TERRACES 
THROUGH SITE

NO EDGE
CREATES ONE CLEAR 

UNIFORM ZONE

MAINTAIN
EXISTING EDGE

SCHOOL

H
O

U
SIN

G

CHURCH

BOUNDARY - EDGE

DEMOLISH 
PARISH HALL +

PURCHASE GARDENS +
FIVE HOUSES

DEMOLISH 
PARISH HALL +

PURCHASE GARDENS

DEMOLISH 
PARISH HALL +

PURCHASE GARDENS + 
SEVEN HOUSES

TABULA RASAMAINTAIN EXISTING

BOUNDARY - INTERNAL

NEW HOUSING + ACCESS

NEW APARTMENTS
WITH PARKING ON
EXISTING ROADS

NEW ROW-HOUSES 
WITH PARKING OFF

EXISTING ROAD

NEW APARTMENTS
WITH PARKING AND NEW
INTERNAL ACCESS ROAD

NO NEW HOUSINGNEW HOUSES WITH 
PARKING TO REAR VIA

NEW LANE

N
EW

 L
AN

E

N
EW

 IN
TE

RN
AL

 A
CC

ES
S

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P
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SCALE: 1-4000

TEST 2

SCALE: 1-4000

TEST 4

SCALE: 1-4000

TEST 3

SCALE: 1-4000

TEST 5

A less dense, permeable, informal plan with dispersed new public 
buildings uses directional flows to seprate cyclists and pedestrians. The 
parish hall is replaced on site to create a new lane for car access to new 
houses fronting the site.

A formal plan seeks to mix green mass with new public buildings 
and new housing with separate car access. A sequence of terraces 
emphasises the site section and helps to define a series of new spaces.

This plan acknowledges the abundant nearby green spaces and contrasts 
this with a new, more urban plan. The icon is allowed to dominate what 
is a highly permeable plaza with defined public programmes and some 
new buildings. 

A highly permeable plan defined by a flowy bike and pedestrian route. 
The icon is placed on a plinth and new public seating on steps outside 
emerges.
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SCALE: 1-4000

SITE DESIGN TESTS

TEST 1EXISTING CONDITION

SCALE: 1-4000

A formal landscape plan that tests site density. The design is focused 
around two principle gates at both ends of a new tree-lined avenue, 
which brings people into contact with the church, while respecting the 
adjacent housing and existing parish hall.

The icon has plenty of space, however, the public space is bounded by 
hedges, a stone wall by the school and a fence by the parish hall, which 
makes it impermeable. The space has little quality to attract people and 
declining church use is generating a void on the urban plan.

SCALE: 1-5000

TABULA RASA

This early plan considers the under-utilised space of the long 45m back gardens of the adjacent housing. 
If a transformed church and site become key attractors, could the adjacent 84 houses be transformed into 
the new functional village Drumcondra needs with 250+ new apartments?   Or course, tabula rasa where 
good houses are concerned is taboo, however, the potential to reactivate the void and have a transformed 
church as the focal point of both public life and the urban plan is real. 

M P
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GUIDELINES

6.

THE DIAGNONAL FLOW 
The primary flow through the site is SE > NW because it 
seeks to exploit the potential of  a series of open green 
spaces to link the disconnected suburban campus of 
DCU. This should be the primary flow through the site. 
The new link will introduce university students to the site 
who may linger in the transformed grounds and church 
on their way to and from the university. As the main 
campus lies one kilometre away, it is expected that bikes 
are the primary mode of transport, in which case the 
route through the site should be more sinuous to make 
the incline easier for cyclists and to reduce the speed of 
cyclists descending through the site.

THE CAMPUS LINK

VISTA + PANORAMA
As the Church sits on a ridge atop a river valley, a broad  
panorama of the Dublin mountains  to the south is 
obtainable. Any plan should seek to reveal this view 
either in a surprise moment as one walks through the site 
or from a particular vantage point.

The church, as the local landmark which is part of the 
area’s identity, should also be visible from the site’s 
northern and southern boundaries. Currently houses 
and mature trees limit views to the church, thus, any plan 
should seek to give the church a strong presence from 
the adjoining roads.

TWO-WAY VIEWS

THE PLINTH
As the church was originally conceived as a landmark 
on a hill its importance should be emphasised spatially. 
Creating the sense of a plinth will give greater importance 
to the structure by making it seem more imposing. In 
addition, the church should be dominant in the space 
around it. Thus, other buildings should neither compress 
the space nor appear on the same level as the plinth.

THE CHURCH ON A HILL

The northern border of the site is defined by the 
double tree-lined Griffith Avenue. Otherwise the site is 
landscaped with lawn and randomly placed trees. Trees 
on the levels of the church and school can be maintained, 
those that will be lost in the design of the public space 
can be replaced with a signifcant planting of new trees 
around a new statue to Our Lady. 

MAINTAIN + REPLACEEXISTING TREES

SITE GUIDELINES
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AN ABUNDANCE OF NEARBY GREEN SPACE ALREADY EXISTS

ALBERT
COLLEGE

 PARK

GRIFFITH
PARK

NATIONAL
BOTANIC
GARDENS

As there are no benches within the 
grounds, it makes sense to consider 
how the space could have a more urban 
quality, perhaps like a Spanish plaza 
where people meet, drink and eat and 
where children can run around safely 
within sight of their parents who could 
be relaxing at a café.

HARD?

As dog walkers are the primary users 
currently, creating a series of zones is an 
appropriate solution; somewhere to sit 
in the sun, somewhere to let your dog 
off the leash, somewhere to meet and 
sit with a friend while the children run 
around.

MIXED IS BEST

While the church is currently green 
space there is no shortage of green 
space in the area, with two lovely parks 
and the National Botanic Gardens within 
walking distance.

SOFT?

MIXED SURFACES

SITE GUIDELINES

The existing pedestrian and bike flows (of students and school children for example) result in less 
interaction with the collective space of the church as the grid pattern reduces the incentive for 
people to pass through. The site should  be permeable to allow people to take a shorter route. 
More people passing through the site will help to activate the ‘void’. In addition, the contrast with 
the existing grid pattern gives a sense that this block is more special.

EXISTING FLOWS

SCALE: 1-10,000

THE SHORT CUT
A PERMEABLE SPACE

BACKSIDES

DEAD ZONES

ORIENTATION

ENTRANCES

The boundary hedge creates dead zones within the site 
that are not frequented by people but by dogs. The 
removal of this boundary makes clear that this site is 
public space. The boundary wall of the school has the 
effect of keeping children in during play-time but also of 
keeping the community out when school is closed. This 
is exacerbated during school holidays when the school 
is not open at all. Only two entrances of the church are 
used, which creates a backside where there are disused 
entrances. Of course, the back wall to the houses on Clare 
Road are clearly a backside. In addition to this, only the 
parish hall has an obvious relationship to another building 
on the site. The church, school and presbytery all face the 
same direction and therefore have no relationship with 
each other. The scout den backs onto the presbytery, 
thus, completely ignoring it.

ADDRESS BACKSIDES + DEAD ZONES

PARENTAL CONVENIENCE

CHURCH

CHILDCARE

To make the lives of parents easier it makes sense to 
have childcare facilities located proximal to schools. This 
makes collecting children of different ages easier as well 
as increasing the familiarity of a new school for young 
children.

The largest childcare facility in the immediate area 
was recently forced to close as the building is being 
demolished for a new Lidl. Thus, there is a need for a 
large childcare facility and with a school already located 
on the church grounds it makes sense to consider this as 
part of the programme for the site.

CHILDCARE

SCHOOL
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PROPOSAL

7. INFRASTRUCTURE

PERMEABILITY

THE PLINTH

LVL +7M

THE ROW HOUSES

LVL +3M

THE PUBLIC SPACE

LVL +4 -7M

THE PERMEABLE 

SCHOOL YARD

LVL 0

ZONES

REACTIVATING THE VOID

MATERIALITY

GRASS

FINE GRAVEL

GRANITE STEPS

CONCRETE

PATINATED COPPER STREET 

ELEMENTS LIKE CHURCH ROOF

Infrastructure is used as a means of introducing more 
people to the site. The primary flow is the pedestrian 
and bike link. This seeks to better connect the suburban 
campus of DCU. The route is sinuous to preserve existing 
trees and in consideration of cylists. A flowy route reduces 
both the incline for cyclists ascending and the speed of 
cyclists descending. A station for the proposed metro is 
placed adjacent to the church. This will introduce flows 
of pedestrians in all directions and bring people to the 
doorstep of the church. A new internal access road is 
added to create underground parking beneath a semi-
private garden for the new housing. There are also two 
bus-stops  and parking on the perimeter of the site.

The transformed site is as permeable as is possible 
in contrast to the existing grid pattern formed by the 
private housing in the immediate area. This increases 
the number of pedestrians who might use the site as a 
short-cut to wherever they are going. The school yard is 
considered shared space, no longer do walls, railings and 
gates prevent adults and children from using this space 
after school hours or out of term. The removal of the 
boundary hedge indicates that the site is public space 
and invites people to access it because now they can see 
through the spaces.

The site section is used to establish a series of zones. The 
church is placed on a plinth. This improves accessibility to 
the church for the disabled and adds importance to the 
church spatially by making it more imposing. The public 
space between the new sports hall and the church allows 
the church to dominate the site, while encouraging 
outdoor life in close proximity to the building. The row 
houses are elevated above the public space and the 
campus link to ensure privacy from passersby. These 
provide a frontside, help to illuminate the site and 
generate activity around the clock. The school’s new rear 
extension and the new sports hall present front sides to 
the public space, where before there were back sides.

Considering the existing trees on site, much of the site is 
green space with paths and hard surfaces in a fine gravel. 
The bike link is in concrete, the change of surface alerts 
pedestrians, while also facilitating children who might 
skateboard or use scooters to school. The new steps 
that act as public seating are granite and other elements 
such as street lighting and metro access are in patinated 
copper. The granite and patinated copper relate to the 
existing materiality of the church.

http://markgill.ie
http://markgill.ie


66 67markgill.iemarkgill.ie

REPLACEMENT TREES

REMOVED TREES

REMAINING TREES

BUS STOP

BUS STOP

SCHOOL COLLECTION 
POINT FOR PARENTS

PERMEABLE
SCHOOL YARD

OUTDOOR GRILL

OUTDOOR
STAGE

BREAKOUT SPACE FOR 
TRANSFORMED CHURCH

SPORTS HALL FOR SCHOOL 
CHILDREN + ADULTS

STUDENTS + SCHOOL CHILDREN +
DOG WALKERS USING THE GREEN LINK 

YOUNG PEOPLE HANGING 
OUT ON GRASS

PETANQUE

STATUE TO OUR LADY
FOR OUTDOOR PRAYER

MEETING POINT FOR
CYCLING + RUNNING GROUPS

USER GROUPS + MEETING POINTS

STEPS AS PUBLIC SEATINGTREE PLAN

REACTIVATING THE VOID

C

PROPOSED SITE PLAN

DRAWN AT 1-500

PROPOSED SITE PLAN
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PROPOSED SITE SECTIONS

HOME FARM ROAD NOW MIXED SCHOOL WITH NEW EXTENSION GRASSY SPACE BETWEEN TRANSFORMED CHURCH
AND NEW METRO STATION FOR PICNICS AND LOUNGING ON

NEW
CAMPUS LINK

PETANQUE COURT GRIFFITH AVENUENEW PERMEABLE SCHOOL YARD NEW SPORTS HALL
WITH FOOTBALL COURT ON ROOF

TRANSFORMED PUBLIC SPACE DEFINED BY TERRACES OF STEPS.
A FLEXIBLE PLACE FOR MEETING PEOPLE + OUTDOOR CLASSROOM / THEATRE / MASS

SITE SECTION AA: DRAWN AT @1:500

SITE SECTION BB: DRAWN AT @1:500

SITE SECTION CC: DRAWN AT @1:500

HOME FARM ROADNOW MIXED SCHOOL WITH NEW EXTENSIONGRASS
TO PICNIC ON

NEW
CAMPUS LINK

PETANQUE COURTGRIFFITH AVENUE MEETING
POINT

NEW PERMEABLE SCHOOL YARDNEW SPORTS HALL
WITH FOOTBALL COURT ON ROOF

CHURCH TRANSFORMED INTO A COMMUNITY HOUSE (MEMORY PALACE) 
WITH NEW SMALLER CHURCH WITHIN PROGRAMME

TRANSFORMED PUBLIC SPACE DEFINED BY TERRACES OF STEPS.
A FLEXIBLE PLACE FOR MEETING PEOPLE + OUTDOOR CLASSROOM / THEATRE / MASS

VALENTIA ROAD SEMI-PUBLIC GREEN SPACE
OVER PARKING GARAGE

CLARE ROADORIGINAL HOUSE WITH SHORTER 
BACK GARDEN (22ms)

GRASSY BUFFER ZONE
PRIVACY VIA ELEVATION + 

PLANTING

TRANSFORMED PUBLIC SPACE DEFINED BY TERRACES OF STEPS.
A FLEXIBLE PLACE FOR MEETING PEOPLE 

+ OUTDOOR CLASSROOM / THEATRE / MASS

CAMPUS LINK ROW
HOUSES
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THE CHURCH GROUNDS

1. PERSPECTIVE FROM HOME FARM ROAD 1.  Existing View

2.  Existing View

3.  Existing View

2. PERSPECTIVE FROM ROW HOUSE BALCONY

1. PERSPECTIVE FROM GRIFFITH AVENUE

The school extension and new buildings create an axis, 
which is closed by the vista of the transformed church 
on  its plinth. Privacy for the residents of the new row-
houses is achieved by using the site section to generate a 
podium along the z-axis and by providing a green buffer 
zone along the x-axis. By placing the row houses on a 
podium level it is possible to place underground parking 
for residents beneath a semi-private garden. In addition, 
a new childcare facility can be slotted underneath the 
podium, helping to activate the edge along Home Farm 
Road. 

The public space is defined by long granite steps, which 
generate both public seating and a plinth for the church. 
The top set of steps are convex to follow the sun. The 
lower set of steps are concave to create an amphitheatre 
for outdoor events. A lawn lies between them for people 
who wish to lie in the sun or picnic. 

The row houses transform what was a back side into a 
front side. The activity of residents will help to generate 
activity on the site, illuminate the site and provide a 
sense of security with “eyes on the street”.

The new sports hall uses adult and not children’s 
dimensions to facilate adults using it after school hours. 
The addition of a rooftop football pitch, also helps to 
activate the site.

The removal of the hedge not only helps to make the 
church grounds more permeable but clearly defines 
the site as public space. The icon becomes much more 
present in the lives of the community through an 
improved visual connection from the adjoining roads.

As Griffith Avenue acts as a linear park for dog-walkers, 
runners and cyclists and as the new campus link seeks 
to connect existing green spaces it make sense to take 
advantage of this intersection of recreational routes by 
creating a moment of pause here. A new meeting point 
for groups of runners and cyclists and a gravel surface 
upon which to play petanque, generate activity in what 
is a small park-like setting between the line of chestnut 
trees along Griffith Avenue and the iconic church.

1.  PERSPECTIVE FROM HOME FARM ROAD

2.  PERSPECTIVE FROM BALCONY

3.  PERSPECTIVE FROM GRIFFITH AVENUE
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BACK TO THE FUTURE

BRIGHT

SPECIAL QUALITIES

PUBLIC SPACEMEMORY

TIME

CONNECTEDNESS

SCALE

Giambattista Nolli’s 1748 Map of Rome famously 
considers the inside of Rome’s basilicas as part of 
the public space. Indeed, Dublin’s suburban Catholic 
churches should continue to be considered public space. 
It is a blessing that these buildings are the responsibility 
of the parish priest but belong to the parish rather than 
simply the Irish Catholic Church. However, considering 
their limited use, these churches should revert back to 
the original concept of the basilica as a gathering place 
for the community for public meetings and debates 
rather than as purely a sacred space and a ‘House of 
God’. It is important to transform the perception of these 
buildings from being a building for a declining number of 
Catholics in the parish to being places for everybody in 
the community no matter their faith. 

It we consider the non-religious aspects of church-going 
it is possible to abstract certain themes with which to 
guide any transformation. These iconic buildings already 
exist as part of the collective memory and it is important 
to perpetuate this idea so that the broader community 
maintains affection for the buildings. Weddings and 
funerals are emotional events that are part of community 
life and which tend to last both in the collective memory 
and the individual’s memory. In addition, the act of 
lighting a candle and saying a prayer for a loved one is 
also an act of individual memory. Thus, the church space 
should continue to act as a place where people can visit 
past individual memories and  the community can create 
new collective memories.

While the highlights of the Catholic litugical calendar 
centre around the birth and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
numerous other feast days are celebrated, some of which 
even have the capacity to bring the community together 
to march in procession around the neighbourhood. If we 
consider that creating and remembering happy memories 
is important for our health, then it is possible to imagine 
how the church space could be used as a festive place 
where people can come together to celebrate personal 
milestones and other festive occassions of both a religious 
and secular nature. The planning of these events can be 
as social as the events themselves, in which case it is 
possible to perpetuate religion’s ability to invert ordinary 
time and make it both extraordinary and memorable.

While Catholic mass is not particularly interactive, 
church-going in Ireland has always been a social 
occassion associated with meeting one’s neighbours both 
before and after mass. Catholic mass may no longer be 
entrenched in the ritual of community life but there is no 
reason why these buildings can not still be at the heart of 
the social life of the community. A more multi-functional 
and secular programme that focuses on the use of the 
building as a gathering place for the community will 
transform the church into a community house. Greater 
use by the broader community will improve community 
networks, reduce social isolation and generate more 
affection for the church among non-Catholics, which the 
building needs to sustain itself.

THE MEMORY PALACE

Many of Dublin’s suburban Catholic churches are 
impressive, large, single volumes. One should try to 
preserve this iconic experience for the user. Thus, 
inserting a frame within the volume, which allows users 
to understand the scale of the original space makes much 
more sense than simply compartmentalising the volume 
into a series of ‘rooms’, which inhibit one’s understanding 
of the true scale of these buildings.

While Corpus Christi Church appears  heavy and 
monolithic from the exterior, it is perfectly bright inside.
In addition, as its long side elevations face east and west, 
there is an abundance of direct sunlight throughout the 
day. It makes sense to borrow this light internally, rather 
than create rooms, which might prevent light being 
borrowed by other spaces. It is also possible to play with 
the absence of light. The new place of worship within 
the church could be dark and illuminated simply by 
controlled shafts of light from the larger volume and by 
candles. This approach would generate a much warmer, 
more comfortable and more atmospheric space to pray 
than that which is achieved within the existing large, cold 
and distracting volume.
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PUBLIC PROGRAMME

CLASSES + REHEARSAL SPACE
 - YOGA
 - DANCE
 - THEATRE

CAFÉ + OUTDOOR TERRACE

PLACE OF WORSHIP + SACRISTY

FLEXIBLE EVENT SPACE + STAGE
 - COMMUNITY DINNERS
 - MARKETS
 - BINGO HALL
 - THEATRE
 - CONCERTS
 - MOVIE NIGHTS
 - GATHERING PLACE

BACK-STAGE FOR EVENTS
MEETING ROOMS
ADMINISTRATION

READING + COMPUTER ROOM
 - READING
 - STUDY SPACES
 - GROUP STUDY
 - CODER DOJO
 - E-SPORTS
 - ONLINE LEARNING

THE MEMORY PALACE

EC
O

N
O

M
Y

PUBLIC PROGRAMME

BORROW LIGHT

REVERSIBILITY
MULTI-FUNCTIONAL

ADDRESS INTROVERSION

CHURCH WITHIN A CHURCH

APPROACH STRATEGY

While a church’s interior should be regarded as part of 
the public space, the reality is that with fewer masses 
and less community engagement nowadays, these 
buildings are more often closed than open to the public. 
In addition, these buildings are typically introverted 
with no connection to the outside world. Windows are 
typically elevated in the wall and provide light rather than 
views into or out of the church. It is only people entering 
and exiting the church that give it any sense of dynamism 
presently, however, it is important to consider what 
type of transformation might challenge this inherent 
introversion without sacrificing the historic fabric of the 
building to create a clumsy extension.  

Dublin’s suburban Catholic churches were originally 
designed to accommodate 1200-1500 parishioners and 
sometimes twice this number. The Dublin Archdiocese 
suggests that 300-350 people is the appropriate number 
for any new church design today. The adjacent ground 
floor seating plan for Corpus Christi Church indicates how 
it is possible to construct a church within a church and 
still have abundant space leftover for a new programme. 
As religious congegations will not disappear completely 
and as the community will still require a space to pray 
and to celebrate weddings and commisserate at funerals, 
it makes sense to include a place for worship and prayer 
in any programme for the transformed church.

As a monofunctional programme of Catholic mass can 
no longer be expected to sustain these churches in their 
communities, it is important to create a more multi-
functional programme, which can generate an income to 
support and maintain the building. As we do not know 
what type of space a twenty-second century community 
might require, it makes sense to consider an intervention 
that is reversible. Such an approach preserves the historic 
fabric and sense of scale of the original structure, while 
also ensuring an adaptable space for the community of 
the future.

This concept diagram indicates how a frame might be 
inserted into the nave of the church to create a series of 
levels. A self-supporting frame is reversible and requires 
minimal destruction of the existing fabric. In addition, the 
frame preserves the existing single volume and makes 
the original design, scale and use of the building legible 
into the future. The addition of new levels generates 
additional floor space and creates new ‘rooms’ with which 
to diversify the programme. These rooms will borow light 
from the existing fenestration and can be sealed both 
thermally and acoustically from the main space. The 

church within the church exists on the lowest level and 
borrows controlled light to generate more atmosphere. 
A café sits on the next level and uses the existing window 
openings to access a terrace, which sits on the roof of a 
new extension for the new sacristy, which simply kisses 
the building with one opening in the granite wall below.

The transept now acts as flexible space for community 
events, while the the existing sacristy accommodates 
meeting rooms and a back-stage area for the existing 
altar, which is now a stage for concerts and events.

GUIDELINES

2. Ground floor seating plan for Corpus Christi Church
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CROSS SECTION DD DRAWN @ 1:200

ACCESS TO METRO CAMPUS LINK BREAKOUT SPACE FROM 
TRANSFORMED CHURCH

THE MEMORY PALACE PARKING BAY FOR HEARSES /WEDDING CARS 
+ DELIVERIES

TERRACE WITH 
MOUNTAUN VIEW

BREAKOUT SPACE FROM TRANSFORMED CHURCHQUIET PATH TO
STATUE OF OUR LADY

GREEN SPACE TO RELAX BEFORE HEADING 
TO CAMPUS OR TAKING METRO

THE MEMORY PALACE
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The orginal aspiration for the project was to demonstrate 
an interest and ability in working at different scales; from 
understanding how the landscape and urban structure 
of Dublin influences a suburb, to investigating a void on 
the urban plan represented by the grounds of a Catholic 
church, to exploring the transformaion potential of a 
socially and architecturally vulnerable building. While I 
fully believe that architectural thinking can be applied to 
any scale regardless of the scale one specialises in, working 
across multiple scales has proven to be the biggest 
challenge for this project in the timeframe available. As I 
am a student of landscape architecture and urban design 
(and hope to work at this scale upon graduation), much 
of the project’s focus has been on the interim scale of the 
site with the fundamental investigation concerning how 
the church grounds might relate to both the suburb and 
to the icon, whose fate is uncertain.

An analytical approach has proven to be a very useful 
tool in the design of this project, all of the moves have 
been informed by the findings gleaned from the initial 
mapping and reading of the project. I am always guided 
by the words of Leon Battista Alberti in this regard; ‘the 
highest glory in the art of building is to have a good sense 
of what is appropriate’11. Hopefully, the reasoning and 
argumentation in the report is clear and the proposal 
is appropriate considering both the social and urban 
context. 

As clear as my findings were, I stalled with finalising my 
design, which as a student of architecture proved very 
curious. Of course, there are always other ways to design 
something, however, I usually experience a very strong 
connection to place, which guides me in a very clear way 
with any decision-making process. It is for this reason 
that I chose to study at the larger scale, it is always my 
intention to evoke something of the genius loci in any 
project. A subconscious reading of place, coupled with my 
analytical approach, usually gives me a strong basis with 
which to advance any design. However, I was confronted 
with an unusual dilemma during this project; my analysis 
was saying one thing but I had a sense that the genius loci 
might be saying another. Do I trust my analytical reading 
of the site or throw away much of the findings to follow 
a hint of something less common-sense and maybe more 
poetic but with no guarantees? Naturally, one can’t tend 
towards a whimscal approach where architecture is 
concerned. 

Ultimately, the project seeks to demonstrate that 
with respect to ‘Keeping the Faith’, Dublin makes 
for an intriguing case study with regards to church 
transformation. The fact that these suburban churches 
are so deeply woven into the fabric of their local 
commmunities spatially (owing to their iconic scale 
and location on the urban plan with respect to schools 
and housing) has created a scenario where they are 
deeply embedded in the collective memory of these 
communities too.

The challenge for the Catholic Church, and the city, is that 
while these suburban churches have much in common, 
their design and setting is different. There is no one fits-
all solution. However, it is not possible to lament the lack 
of a standard church design because it is the individual 
designs of each of these churches  that separates them 
and gives a community part of its identity. To realise the 
potential of these churches, one needs simply to look to 
the past to understand that these buildings were as much 
about people’s social lives as they were about people’s 
spiritual lives. With loneliness now being considered an 
epidemic, the future of these buildings lies in their past, 
role as a meeting place for the community. The success 
of Folkehuset Absalon in Copenhagen is testament to 
this. If we consider that these buildings are places where 
heightened emotions are experienced (weddings and 
funerals) and thus, lasting memories are created, then 
we simply need to harness religion’s propensity for 
inverting time by making days extraordinary with feast 
days and celebrations, rather than ordinary. Thus, the 
concept of a memory palace seems strong, a place where 
communities come together to meet, celebrate (and 
sometimes commisserate) and make happy memories  
that will continue to add to the collective memory that 
these churches already represent.

The divide in society these days is less between people 
of different faiths and more between people of faith and 
people with little or no faith. Thus, these buildings need 
to have a large secular programme to be inclusive of 
people with any and no faith as opposed to simply being a 
multi-denominational place of worship, which effectively 
excludes the many non-believers. Religion is no longer a 
large part of the majority of people’s lives, thus it only 
needs to be a small part of the programme for these 
very large churches. A portion of the programme needs 
to earn some form of revenue, with which to sustain 
the building. However, greater use by an affectionate 
community will also support its future through donations  
and fund-raising as has occurred in the past during more 
religious times. The intention of any new design for the 
church is to improve the connection of the church to the 
outside world via its own public space. There is no longer 
any real reason for these monolithic structures to be so 
introverted.

The transformation of the church grounds serves as a 
catlayst. Reactivating the ‘void’ will not only make greater 
use of under-utilised public space, but it will naturally 
draw more people through the site and reintergrate the 
church into local people’s mental map of the area.

11     Rykwert, J. and Tavernor, R. (Translators). 1988. Leon Battista 
Alberti on the Art of Building in Ten Books. Cambridge, Massachusetts 
and London, England: MIT Press. 315.

REFLECTION

8.

http://markgill.ie
http://markgill.ie


80 81markgill.iemarkgill.ie

Rowley, E. (2015). The Architect, the Planner and the Bishop: the Shapers of ‘Ordinary’ Dublin, 1940–60. FOOTPRINT, 69-88.
https://doi.org/10.7480/footprint.9.2.865

Arnold, P. (2008) Sustaining Places of Worship, Report for Dublin City Council.

Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. (2011) The Conservation of Places of Worship. Dublin: Government Stationary Office

Robinson, John J. “The Case for Tradition.” The Furrow 6, no. 6 (1955) 350-53. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27656700

McCormick, W. H. D. “The Case for the Contemporary.” The Furrow 6, no. 6 (1955): 354-58. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27656701

Rynne, Stephen. “A Layman’s View.” The Furrow 6, no. 6 (1955): 359-65
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27656702

Murray, Placid. “Liturgical Principles for Church Architecture.” The Furrow 13, no. 9 (1962): 499-515. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27658400

Cantwell, Wilfrid. “The Study of Church Design.” The Furrow 13, no. 9 (1962): 516-30. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27658401

McConville, Gerard, and Lawrence McConville. “Liturgy and Church Architecture.” The Furrow 13, no. 11 (1962): 645-52. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27658433.

JOURNALS + REPORTS

All photos and drawings and are the author’s own unless otherwise indicated where used.
IMAGES + DRAWINGS

Darlan Boris, S; Daugaard, Morten; Ahrenkiel Jørgensen, A; Olesen, K (Editors). 2018. Concepts of Transformation, Research Lab 1: Territories, 
Architecture and Transformation. Aarhus: Arkitektskolens Forlag.

Vittorio Aureli, P. and Shéhérazade Giudici, M. (2016) Ritual and Walls: The Architecture of Sacred Space. London, AA Publications

Stegers, R. (2008) A Design Manual, Sacred Buildings. Basel: Birkhäuser Verlag AG.

Bo Jensen, T. (2012) Igner og Johannes Exner. Risskov: IKAROS Press, Kunstakademiets Arkitektskoles Forlag og Strandberg Publishing.

Lamour, P; O’Toole, S. (2008) North by Northwest: The Life and work of Liam McCormick. Kinsale: Gandon Editions.

Hohberg, G. and Stolte, R. (2013) The House of Prayer and Learning, Berlin: Designs for the Sacred Building of Tomorrow. Berlin, Dom Publishers.

Hurley, R. and Cantwell, W. (1985) Contemporary Irish Church Architecture. Dublin: Gill and Macmillan.

Bunschoten, R. (2001) Urban Flotsam. Rotterdam, 010 Publishers.

Loeber, R; Campbell, H; Hurley, Livia, Montague, John; Rowley, Ellen. (2014). ‘Ecclesiastical Architecture’. Art and Architecture of Ireland Volume IV: 
Architecture 1600-2000. London: Yale University Press. 297-328.

O’Flaherty, L. (2009) Drumcondra and its Environs. Dublin: The Heritage Council.

Grønborg Poulsen, L. and Thingstrup, M. (2019). Bogen om Absalon – Et Moderne Folkehus. Copenhagen: Haslund Publishing.

Wiking, M. (2019) The Art of Making Memories: How to Create and Remember Happy Moments. London: Penguin Life.

Godson, L. and James-Charaborty, K. (2019) Modern Religious Architecture in Germany, Ireland and Beyond. New York: Bloomsbury Publishing

KEY TEXTS

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES
Burns, S. (2018) ‘Times are changing: Final Mass said in one of Ireland’s largest churches before demolition’. The Irish Times, 7 October 2018.
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/religion-and-beliefs/times-are-changing-final-mass-said-in-one-of-ireland-s-largest-churches-before-
demolition-1.3654492

O’Toole, F. (2018) ‘It’s too late, not even Pope Francis can resurrect Catholic Ireland. The Guardian, 23 August 2018.
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/23/pope-francis-ireland-irish-catholicsm-catholic-church-abusive-institution?CMP=Share_
iOSApp_Other

Sherwood, H. (2018) ‘Christianity as default is gone: the rise of a non-Christian Europe. The Guarduan, 21 March 2018
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/21/christianity-non-christian-europe-young-people-survey-religion

McGregor, J. (2017) ‘This former surgeon general says there’s a loneliness epidemic and work is partly to blame.’ The Washington Post, 4 October 2017
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/on-leadership/wp/2017/10/04/this-former-surgeon-general-says-theres-a-loneliness-epidemic-and-work-is-
partly-to-blame/

BIBLIOGRAPHY

9.

http://markgill.ie
http://markgill.ie
https://doi.org/10.7480/footprint.9.2.865
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27656700
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27656701
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27656702
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27658400
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27658401
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27658433.
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/religion-and-beliefs/times-are-changing-final-mass-sa
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/religion-and-beliefs/times-are-changing-final-mass-sa
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/23/pope-francis-ireland-irish-catholicsm-catholic
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/23/pope-francis-ireland-irish-catholicsm-catholic
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/21/christianity-non-christian-europe-young-people-survey-
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/on-leadership/wp/2017/10/04/this-former-surgeon-general-says-the
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/on-leadership/wp/2017/10/04/this-former-surgeon-general-says-the


82 markgill.ie

Stained Glass in the Oratory of  the Resurrection, Artane, Dublin
 Images by Mark Gill

PROJECT COLOUR PALETTE

BLUES

PRIMARY + SECONDARY

GREENS

BROWNS

MONOCHROME

GOLD FOR CHURCH + CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS

STAINED GLASS ARTIST: HELEN MOLONEY (1926-2011)

http://markgill.ie


MARK  GILL
AAA  TP1A
JAN   2020
UD   |    LA

K
EEP

IN
G

 TH
E FA

ITH


